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Peaceful Pines –
Thoughts from Pastor Scott

Time is in God’s hands and so are the seasons of life.
By faith in God’s timing we can trust that the Lord of
Life is bringing forth some great opportunities as it
comes to new and expanded ministry opportunities at
First Baptist Church of Bedford. Right now, looking at
all the possibilities that exist for growing our ministries
for all ages, not only children and youth, I believe God
was up to something in moving the Montessori school
to a new location so that we may step forward into a
lively future.  Now of course there are reasons to be
concerned for finances, and for this we pray for God’s
wisdom and provision in being good stewards of our
resources and we pray for those groups in Bedford
that have said they will rent space and time from us to
serve the community.  We trust that this too is in God’s
Providence.  Most importantly, however, the long-term
gain for the church shall be an opening to fulfill God’s
purposes as a faith community.  The building opening
will allow our church to become a better resource and
blessing to the Bedford community.  Our own
ministries will multiply greatly as of this month as we
move into a building that now is again ours to utilize.

The Ministry Team moved to call the building a new
name “Connections” as a way to build our connec-
tions with the community, as a church and to help
people discover a connection/relationship with God.
We have a new logo and will be improving our
signage.  You will see in this newsletter that I am
planning some initial support/fellowship meetings,
along with our “Growing Together” Sunday school that
will use the “Connections” building.   These
support/fellowship meetings include:  Youth Enlivened
Spiritually (Y.E.S.) Meetings, Senior Adult Finding
Encouragement (S.A.F.E.) meetings, and Young Adult
Ministry Coffee House (Union Street Café).  This is
just the beginning and imagine what other things we
can do.  What about art classes?  What about
fellowship meals once a month?
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And then there will be all the things that the
community will do that we can attend and be a
presence within: exercise classes, art classes for
many ages.  The town of Bedford is looking forward
to using the facility and working together toward a
positive relationship.

On Sundays we can look forward to improving our
worship experience by simplifying and focusing on
God’s revelation in Scripture, Jesus’ Gospel message,
Intergenerational care, prayer and the ministry of
music.  Sermons will be averaged to 15-20 minutes,
and more effort will be given to incorporating children,
youth and adults into the worship experience.

 “Worshiping Together” will aim to start at 10am and
finish by 11:00am.  “Growing Together” will start by
11:15am and conclude by 11:55 am, followed by
informal fellowship and snacks/potlucks from noon
until 12:30pm.

All in all, starting in September, we can look forward
to a more cohesive, engaged and progressive
experience of worship, fellowship and educational
sharing.  For this to occur we will need your support,
involvement and prayers.

In Christ’s care and hope,

Pastor Scott Arnold  (810)-348-1382.
Scotteagle7@aol.com

Don’t forget your pledges.

Mission Statement of the
First Baptist Church of Bedford

• To reach out to all people with the love that is ours
in Jesus Christ,

• To share with them the good news of His saving
grace,

• To serve the Lord as a family of faith,

   • To experience through Bible study, prayer and
worship, the comfort, inner peace, hope and joy

      that comes from being close to God.

Dear Friends at First Baptist,

 We are sincerely grateful to all who prayed, visited,
called and sent cards and notes of encouragement to
Bob over the last several months and years.  They
meant a great deal to him and helped especially during
his darkest hours.  Thank you to Pastor Scott, who
was there for him every step of the way.  We miss
him terribly, but are grateful that he is at peace with
his Lord.

Barbara Magovern and Family
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FOCUS MEETING – “GROWING TOGETHER” -
RALLY DAY and New beginnings in Sunday School.

We are looking forward to a FOCUS meeting on
Wednesday, September 3rd at 6:30pm to coordinate
our efforts toward our RALLY DAY – OPEN HOUSE
on Sunday, September 21st.   At any time now, Linda
Blades and I would appreciate anyone who would like to
volunteer to teach or assist in the care of children, the
small group leadership of adults or the supportive help
in nursery or hospitality.

For the future coordination of the “Connections”
building use, our church secretary, Bonnie Sestito will
manage the time and usage.  Interest in activities and
scheduling will need to be done through her.  The day
she is in the office is on Thursdays, but you will be able
to email her at anytime at: abwbonnie@gmail.com.

“CONNECTIONS” OPEN HOUSE – and Rally
Day  - September 21st.  The official beginning of our
new format for worship and Sunday School –
“Worshipping Together and Growing Together”.  This
will also be a Sunday to welcome people in our
community to come and see the “Connections” building.
We will invite people from the Town of Bedford in the
recreation department and also the Council on the Arts.
We will also invite people from Bedford Day, which is
the day before this.

BEDFORD DAY OUTREACH and BOOTH –
We have a golden opportunity to reach out to our
community on Bedford Day and invite them to our
OPEN HOUSE of the CONNECTIONS building.
Bedford Day is Saturday, September 20th.  Please sign up
to help reach out to the community. Contact Marion
Bryan or Twila Wanamaker for more information and
to volunteer.

YOUTH MEETINGS - SUNDAY, AUG. 31st

We are having a planning meeting of our Youth Group
right after church. A light lunch will be served. Youth
and parents are invited to come and plan for the
activities/meeting times for this Fall.
 STILLMAN Association Youth:  The first Saturday of
September we will join the Stillman Youth at a meeting,
September 6th at Union Baptist Church in Cambridge,
MA.  4-7pm.  We meet to leave FBC Bedford at
3:30pm.

CONNECTIONS COFFEE HOUSE – Pastor Scott
would like to start a Coffee House ministry to reach
people in our community with a casual atmosphere that
includes people sharing music and having a place to get
together for conversation and meaningful exchange.
This would take place in our CONNECTIONS building
and would be on Friday night, September 26th from 8 to
10pm.  Please invite your neighbors and friends.  This
COFFEE HOUSE ministry can have nights with
different focus groups, from youth to young adults to
older adults.  This first night will be open to all from
high school youth to adults.  Please volunteer to help
and plan on being there to discuss this new ministry.
Featured music:  Original music and praise songs from
your pastor, Scott Arnold.

Senior Adults Finding Encouragement (S.A.F.E.)
This is a new ministry that will meet at our new
CONNECTIONS building starting on Wednesday
morning, September 17th at 11am.  Meet to look ahead
and plan for meaningful and fun activities.  Have time
for Bible Study and support.  Go out for lunch following.   

CHOIR BEGINS – Wednesday evenings, starting
September 17th at the church.  We look forward to a
great new year.  Practices start at 7pm and lasts one
hour. In order to sing on Sunday morning with the choir
it is essential that you practice with the choir on
Wednesday nights.

**Connections is the new logo chosen for the
   Christian Ed Building.
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PRAISE Team practices – Separate from Sunday
morning practices that begin at 9am and go till 9:25am,
the praise team will now practice bi-weekly on
Thursday evenings from 7-8pm.  The first bi-weekly
practice will be on Thursday, September 18th at
church from 7-8pm.  The following meetings will be
October 2, 16 and 30th.  In order to sing or play on
Sunday morning with the praise team it is essential
that you practice with the praise team on Thursday
evenings.

Talk with or contact Pastor Scott about
Which Sundays you would be available to sing or
participate.  We are planning on having two-week
segments that are planned and repeated.
Scotteagle7@aol.com or 810-348-1382.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS THEME and STUDY – This
will be our worship and sermon series, as well as our
Adult “Growing Together” discussion topic at the
church this Fall.  The book we will use will be
“SHINE: A Celebration of Spiritual Gifts”.  The cost
for the book is $7.  This study will involve sermons
that relate to a Scriptural and practical study of
spiritual gifts, the adult and youth small groups that
meet at CONNECTIONS will involve application of
this study to life.  Lively discussion and creative
thinking and sharing are essential and encouraged.
Pastor Scott needs a few people to use their gifts in
leading discussion groups.  Please talk with him.
810-348-1382.   Scotteagle7@aol.com

      SEPTEMBER   21

Bedford Day is September 20
On Saturday, September 20, the Women’s Fellowship
will have a booth in the town center.  There will be a
sign-up sheet in the narthex so you can let us know if
you can help set up, man the booth, or help break
down.  We will be handing out pencils imprinted with
our church name and website as well as some
rubber earth balls.  Come with your smiles and help
First Baptist put a face in the community!

Women’s Fellowship
The next meeting of the Women’s Fellowship will be
on Monday, September 22, at 7:30 pm in the Café.
Twila Wanamaker will chair, Kay Barbieri is scheduled
to lead the devotional, and Marion Bryan will serve as
hostess.  Our focus will be our All Church Mission
Night, which will be a dinner, held on Saturday,
October 4, at 6:00 pm…more details to follow.  The
speakers will be International Ministries missionaries
to Bulgaria Tom & Terry Myers.

Samuel Stillman Association
Meeting
The Fall Gathering of the Samuel Stillman Association
will be held on Saturday, September 20, 2:00-5:00 pm,
at the Common St. Community Church in Natick, MA.
Workshops will be featured on the theme of “Back to
Basics” including baptism, communion, and soul
liberty.  If you’re not helping at Bedford Day, please
consider attending the Stillman meeting.

Mark Your Calendars!

Plan on joining the church for
an All Church Mission Night on Saturday, October
4, at 6:00 pm.  We will have dinner together and then
hear Tom & Terry Myers, our missionaries to
Bulgaria.  Let’s give a warm welcome to our repeat
visitors!



5

Got Mission? Let Your Light Shine

TABCOM MissionWorks
October 17 & 18, 2014
This year’s MissionWorks will be held at the
DoubleTree by Hilton in Leominster, MA.  Make
hotel reservations by September 17 by calling
978-534-9000 and mentioning “TABCOM
MissionWorks.”

Plenary Session speakers include:
• Rev. Glynis LaBarre,
     TransformationStrategist, American Baptist
     Home Mission Societies
• Jannell Davis, Volunteer Missionary in Brazil
• Steve and Nancy James, Medical
      Missionaries.

Workshops include:
• South Providence Neighborhood Ministries
• Project New Hope
• Teen Challenge
• Misson Trips
• Promoting God's Peace

There will be a program for children and youth
with the Heifer Farm, and you may participate in
a hands-on mission project.  We will have
exhibits, fellowship and worship, music and
more!

You can download the MissionWorks
registration form at www.tabcom.org.  Take
advantage of our Early Bird Special and register
by September 9!

Mission-A-Rama of the Stillman
Association AB Women
The AB Women of the Samuel Stillman
Association will hold its Mission-A-Rama on
Saturday, October 25, at the West Acton Baptist
Church from 9:30 am to 12:00 noon.  Featured
speaker will be James Aung who will talk about
his work as Cultural Ministries Advocate for
Massachusetts Baptist Multicultural Ministries
for the Burmese refugees in the Lowell area.
The women will bring items to be used as
Christmas gifts for the refugees.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR WORSHIP

Childcare Volunteers Needed

Linda Blades is looking for volunteers for
childcare during the worship hour.  We are
looking for folks willing to be on a rotation to
care for children under 6 years old during
worship.  It would be great if we could get
enough folks so that volunteers only needed to
do it once every 6 weeks or so.

Worship Assistant or Communion Service
If you can help with Worship Assistant or
Communion Service, please speak to Linda
Blades.

Ushers
If you would like to help by ushering, please speak to
Mentha or Ozell ”OJ” Johnson

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Pastor Scott will be in his church office on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to
11 am.

He will be available on a regular basis during
these hours. He is also available by
appointment and by calling or texting 810-348-
1382. Pastor Scott’s e-mail address is
scotteagle7@aol.com.

Church Administrative Secretary – Bonnie
Sestito will be in the church office on Thursdays
or she can be reached via e-mail:
bfs35@hotmail.com. You may send her bulletin
information, directory information and contact
her with questions of building scheduling.

Arnold Family
Kay Barbieri
Marion & Ray Bryan Family after fire
Laura Davis
Michael DiPerri
Carol Draper
Margaret Henderson
Cynthia Lewis Family

 The MagovernFamily
Delores McCravy
Laureen Moniz
Rachel Murphy and Family
Gloria Pass
The Russell Family
Steve Shaunessy
Kelsey Stevens (baby girl)
People of the Philippines
The Korean Fellowship
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More News
Cancer Survivors and Support (C.S.S.) - Pastor Scott is
starting a new support group for people who may be
going through, or have gone through cancer.  This is not
only for cancer fighters, it is for their families, friends
and loved ones.  Support is essential.  Pastor Scott wants
to start this group sometime this Fall, so please contact
him at 810-348-1382.

What is Church?
By Robison Bryan

Folks occasionally ask "did you grow up here?".
Having answered a few times it is almost rote now:

I was raised in FBC Bedford, went out with the
migration of the wild lemming in 76 to pursue music
business, got into high tech during Reganomics era,
got into patents and moved to Washington, then
moved back east last December to help raise up my
childhood church.

Yet that stock answer begs the question: what is a
church?

If it is a group of people, most of the original cast has
gone on to the cast party ahead of me.  If it is a
building, what's so special about a building, if not for
the family who lives there?  And what is a family?

Something transitory and ephemeral, yet something
permanent and everlasting, for the lucky ones.

Who is my Mother? Who are my brothers? Jesus
asked... for my family is in the last analysis the entire
body of Christ, yet there is a special place in my heart
for FBC Bedford and all the people who loved me and
prayed for me long before I ever understood about
prodigals, pig pens and a loving heavenly Father.

In one word, a church is a family.  Just like my grand
parents who have gone on, members of our church
family have gone on, and many have bequeathed their
worldly goods to prosper or at least give a chance of
survival to the family here that we call FBC Bedford.

What is so special about this family? I ask you, what
can anyone say is so special about any family? It is
so simple, anyone can tell you; this family is so
special because it is my own family.  Yes, we are all
a part of the family of God, but there is something

more personal going on here.  People here have
shown such genuine caring and love, even after my
forty-year absence... and not just to me, but also to
my wife, and even to our maltipoo dog.  There is
something that happens when we live, work, rejoice,
weep, pray, worship, serve together.  We become
intertwined in a very special way that God had
always expected.

The question "what is a church" is very much like the
question "what is a family".  In fact, it is the secret to
the mystery implied within God's statement "it is not
good for man to be alone". The mystery of the church
is like that of a family, but more perfectly formed, for
within a blood family are some we will have only a
short time before they descend into the destiny
chosen by their heartbreaking rejection of salvation in
Christ.

But in the church, within the body of Christ, are those
we will never have to say goodbye to.  The funeral of
a Christian is a graduation ceremony, and we can
honestly say "see you soon", rather than
"nevermore".

So what is a church?  Just like a family, it is our loved
ones close by, but unlike our blood families of first
birth, there may be temporary separation, like my own
40 years of travel, but we can always know that we
will see our church family members again.

So a church, despite all appearances, is our loved
ones we have gotten to know, whom we will always
get to know ever better, forever.

     Congratulations to Sarah Neveux,
who publicly declared her love for Jesus Christ and
was baptized on Sunday, August 17th.

Congratulations to Joe Neveux (who graduated from
Bedford High School in June) and will be attending the
University of Maine in Orono, ME
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Videos of the Church’s services and sermons are
available online at www.fbcbedford.net

Deadline for OCTOBER
“Friendly Visitor”

is
SEPTEMBER 14

Please e-mail your news to Jean Smith or Irving Smith.

You may e-mail Jean

at audjea@aol.com or Irving at irvrevallion@aol.com

If you are not receiving this newsletter via
e-mail and would like to, please send your
e-mail address to one of the editors.
Mother Earth thanks you.

FBC Contacts
Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Scott Arnold

scotteagle7@aol.com
781-275-8151
Cell: 810-348-1382

Pastor of Korean Fellowship: Rev. Dr. Isaac Park
Issacpark153@hotmail

Chair of Ministry Team: Ozell (OJ) Johnson
  oj9flk@verizon.net

Minister to Youth & Family:  Linda Blades
Tblades289@aol.com

        Cell: 508-872-0797

Minister of Music:             Joan Mickel
                                                781-275-6404

Church Administrative Secretary: Bonnie Sestito
Bfs35@hotmail.com

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Wednesday, September 3rd

Focus meeting
6:30 pm

Saturday, September 6th

Stillman Youth Mtg
Union Baptist

Cambridge, MA
4 – 7 pm

Wednesday, September 17th

SAFE
Connections Bldg.

11 am

Wednesday, September 17th

Choir Practice
7 pm

Thursday, September18
Praise Team

7-8 pm

Saturday, September 20
Bedford Day

Saturday, September 20
Samuel Stillman Fall Gathering
Common St. Community Church

Natick, MA
2-5 pm

Sunday, September 21
FBC Rally Day

 “Connections” Open House

Monday, September 22
Women’s Fellowship

7:30 pm

Friday, September 26
Coffee House

Connections Bldg.
8-10 pm
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SEPTEMBER Birthdays

 1  HyunMin C.
 6  Daniel Magovern
 8  Kay B.
17  YeanJu C.
28  Michael Mc

Did we miss your birthday??
Let us know!!

SEPTEMBER Anniversaries

   3 Marion and Ray B.
10 Marilyn and Scott A.
16 Sheila and Michael G.

Did we miss your anniversary??
Let us know!!

       September 7th



! August ~ September 2014 ~~ September 2014 ~~ September 2014 ~~ September 2014 ~~ September 2014 ~ October "
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 LABOR DAY 2  Focus 
    Meeting
      6:30 pm

4 5 6 Door-to-
   Door 
   Outreach 
   10 am
     Samuel  
  Stillman  
 Youth Mtg
   4-7 pm

7 Worship   
    Service
     10 am

8 9 10 Life Group
     Bible, 
 Support,Prayer
      6-7 pm

11 12 13 Door-to-Door 
Outreach
   10 am
  

14  Worship
       Service
         10 am

15 16 17 SAFE
 Connections
    Building
    11 am
 Life Group
     Bible, 
 Support,Prayer
      6-7 pm
 Choir Practice
      7 pm

18  Praise 
     Team
     7-8 pm

19  20 Bedford  
      Day
   Samuel  
   Stillman
 Natick, MA
    2-5 pm 

21 Worship
       Service
         10 am
    Rally Day
  “Connections” 
    Open House

22 Women’s
   Fellowship
   7:30 pm 

23 24 Life Group
     Bible, 
 Support,Prayer
      6-7 pm

25 26 Coffee 
      House
   Connections   
     Bldg
      8-10 pm

27 

 28 Worship
         Service
         10 am

29 30 


